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Abstract
This study aims to explore the representation of esports culture in ASEAN films by using
semiotic analysis to explain the signs of esports in films from Thailand, the Philippines, and
Malaysia. The study examines three films: Mother Gamer from Thailand, GG: Good Game
from the Philippines, and Soloz: Game of Life from Malaysia. The research findings indicate
that each country uses film as a tool to create meanings of esports that are linked to
different social and cultural issues. In the Thai film, gaming is presented as a means of self-
validation within the family and education. In contrast, the Filipino film emphasizes esports
as a tool for social mobility and the hope of a younger generation from lower social classes.
In the Malaysian film, esports is portrayed as a highly professional career involving rigorous
training, as well as personal branding and fame within the industry. The comparison of
esports representations in these three countries reveals a common theme: viewing esports
as a space for identity creation and social status elevation. However, the differences lie in
how each country constructs the meaning and social acceptance of esports. The Thai film
focuses on the struggle for acceptance from family and society, the Filipino film emphasizes
the economic struggle, and the Malaysian film focuses on the development of esports as a
professional career. The findings suggest that esports is not merely an activity related to
gaming but a tool for constructing identity and attitudes in ASEAN societies. It also reflects
the social changes occurring through the medium of film, which could lead to the

development of policies and the support of the esports industry at the regional level.

Keywords: Esports Culture, ASEAN, Thai Films, Philippine Films, Malaysian Films
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